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Key Dates
Monday 23rd February
Start of Term 4
Tuesday 24th February
Year 4—First Aid Workshops
Thursday 26th February
Year 6—VE Day Celebration
Tuesday 3rd March
Young farmers—tractors in school

Wednesday 4th March
Class Photographs

Thursday 5th March
World Book Day

Monday 9th March
Learning Showcase 3.40—4.30pm

Monday 9th—Friday 13th March
British Science Week

Tuesday 10th March
Year 2 Trip—Lincoln Castle

Wednesday 11th March
Year 4 Trip - Pizza Express
Thusday 12th March

Lincoln Music and Drama Festival

Friday 13th March
Year 4 Class Assembly—9.15am

\

Contact us: - 01522 530954
Email: stjohnsenquiries@prioryacademies.co.uk

Website:

http://www.stjohnsprimaryacademy.co.uk/

Dear St John’s Families,

We've made it to the end of another busy term and
we’ve definitely packed a lot in!

We've had some great trips over the last couple of
weeks, including our Year 5s going to the National
Space Centre and our Years 3s having a rather soggy
walk around Roman Lincoln. Next term promises more

great trips.

This week has been Children’s Mental Health Week
with the theme this year being around belonging - “This
is my place.” In our assemblies, we explored different
groups that we belong to and how this supports us to
feel included, valued and safe.

On Tuesday, we participated in Safer Internet Day with
the children accessing live lessons form the BBC
learning about staying safe on the internet. Our older
pupils looked at AI and how to ensure that they are
being safe and responsible if using chatbots or similar.
With Al becoming more and more prevalent, it’s really
important that we teach the pupils about what is
acceptable use and what’s not, as well as the

environmental impact.

There are some key dates to the side for what will be
coming up in Term 4. We hope to see many of you at
our learning showcase on 9th March. I hope you have a
wonderful break with your families and we look
forward to welcoming the children back on Monday
23rd February.

Mrs Emma Jefferson

Headteacher

o Championing children; making a difference




Attendance and Safeguarding

RIR 94.4% Attendance for
RAS the week:

1T

1HC 94.4%

25T 95.8%

2F Attendance for
308 94.2% the year to date:
om

47 93.5% 96.5%

4D 95.5%

5N 96.1%

5M 93.1%

68 95.1%

6C 95.7%

Attendance Ladder

GREEN GROUP
97% - 100%

\VELUOW/GROUP
951-19659%

AMBER GROUP.
93%\-194°9%

PINK GROUP
90% -92.9%

RED GROUP
0% - 89.9%

GREEN BEST CHANCE OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

OMENTS
‘\|\‘0\\ATTER.
ATTENDANCE

COUNTS.

ST JOHN'’S

A PRIORY ACADEMY

Attendance Updates

We have come to the end of another term so will be
spinning our wheel for our 100 club winners for this term
who will receive their prizes when we come back after half
term.

Our class challenge continues to be underway with Mr
Dunn and Mrs Saunders’ classes currently leading the way!

Safeguarding

There have been some ‘close calls’ this week with children
riding scooters / bikes on the playground and in the car
park and nearly colliding with pedestrians and young
children. Please can we remind all families that pupils are
not allowed to ride their bikes or scooters until they are
completely off the school site. We have reminded the
children about this in school as well. Please do report to us
if you see any pupils not following this rule so that we can
discuss with them and their families in order to keep our

school environment as safe as possible.

How Does School Attendance Affect a
Child's Learning?
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Learning in Class
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Year 3

Year 3 enjoyed an exciting school trip to Roman Lincoln,
where they learned about the history of our local area. They -
began at the Roman East Gate before walking to see the St
remains of agueducts and visiting the forum, which was once
the centre of Roman life. The children were fascinated by
Newport Arch and enjoyed learning that it is still used today.
Our journey finished at the South Gate, helping us
understand how the Roman city was laid out. Despite the
wet weather, the children loved hearing stories about life in
Roman times and discovering that Roman Lincoln was called
Lindum Colonia.
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Children’s Mental Health Week

This week we have been taking part in Children’s Mental Health Week eZBe'S
with the theme of “This is my place!” The children have created their P\ac

own maps thinking about the different groups they belong to e.g. their CH“.DREN.S
class, their family, clubs etc. Our assemblies focused on why it’s MENTAL HEALTH
important to feel as though you belong and how this supports our mental

health. The children have done a brilliant job in suggesting how they WEEK
might help others feel as though they belong and are included too! There

are some resources on the website for families here if these would be of

915

Fep

interest.
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https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/#family

Learning in Class
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Year 2

Year 2 have been very busy this term making their clay dragon eyes. This is always such a favourite topic for them
to complete and the results are just excellent! They have learnt how to create different textures within clay and
also how to score, slip and blend to join pieces of clay. After exploring the work of Nico Marlet, the design
animator on 'How to train your dragon' they were inspired to design their own dragon's eyes. We think they look
amazing and the children were so excited to develop their clay skills and knowledge. Once dried the children
painted and varnished their eyes.

Early Years

In Early Years this week, the children have been E
thinking about Chinese New Year. They read a story =
called the Great Race which tells us how the years got
their names. 2026 is the year of the horse. The
children have been finding out how people from a
different culture celebrate their New Year. They
made lanterns using red paper because red is a lucky
colour in China and we have learnt a song about a
dragon dance.

Year 4

This term, Year 4 have explored different types of torches and how they can made for different reasons based on
their design. They then recycled old plastic bottles into their torches. They used their scientific knowledge to create
a simple circuit with a switch. They then had the significant challenge of putting their circuits into their bottles
without the circuit disconnecting. In PE, Year 4 have enjoyed taking part in a series of Yoga themed activities. This
involved the children exploring a range of yoga poses and how to connect these poses together. The children
developed these skills individually and also worked in pairs to develop a repeating yoga flow.
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Friends of the School

Friends of the School continue to organise events and opportunities to raise
valuable funds for school. Their next AGM will be on Tuesday 17th March at
6pm in the School Library. We would love to welcome any new parents who
might want to come along and see how they can help. It doesn't need to be a O-C
huge commitment but any help offered is so valuable and really supports with
the events they wish to organise. Friends of the School will also be organising Scb\OO(
discos for KS1 and KS2 on Friday 24th April so please look out for further
information about these!

Fviénds

St. John's Primary Academy

Priory Ogden Olympics

On Thursday 29th January, ten Year 6 children took part in the Priory Ogden Olympics. This is a
competition against other Priory primary schools demonstrating their superb scientific skill and
knowledge. The children who attended won their in school heats to take part in the final at Ling Moor.
The challenges included making strong bridges, boats which float, the tallest tower to hold a basketball,
a working parachute and an air resistant rocket. It was a great day and the children were fantastic.

Winter Olympics

We have unfortunately had a few wet playtimes and W r‘t
lunchtimes over the last couple of weeks but it has "
given us the opportunity to show the children some of
the amazing sports that are taking place during the . sy
Winter Olympics. The children have really enjoyed
getting behind Team GB and watching sports which they
may not have seen that often before! They seem to be |
particular fans of the curling and the figure skating. We Z==s= )
have a curling set in school which some children have =~ ' §
used this week in their PE lessons. Who knows? Maybe
one day we could be sat watching an ex-pupil take part
in a sporting championship!! It has been great to see the children be inspired!




STAR Champion Shop
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This week has been so exciting at St John’s with the opening of our STAR Champion Shop for the very first time. As
you know, we’ve really developed our House system this year. We strongly believe that belonging to a team brings
huge benefits and teaches many skills and also links perfectly with the theme for Children’s Mental Health Week
this year.

Our children love being part of their house and spoke very confidently to our school governors Mrs Manders and
Mr Drury about what it means to them being part of their house and team.

The STAR Champion shop is part of our rewards and recognition model where the children are able to ‘spend’ their
house points earned. We are also teaching the children that they can spend, or they can choose to save if they
wish to wait for something bigger, teaching them some financial literacy skills as well as delayed gratification which
can be difficult to learn in modern day society!

It has been so lovely to be ‘shopkeeper’ for the week and watching the children so excited to choose and being

rightly proud of their achievements in gaining their house points! The children will now start earning their house
points again ready for the STAR Champion shop to reopen at the start of Term 6!
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5.T.A.R Champion

Sustained ower time
Trying our best always
Altruistic

Ready, Respectful, 5afe
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Safer Internet Day
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Chess and . % COME AND BE A
Board Games

SCLENTIST!
HOW MUCH WEE CAN A BABY pEt?

N8,

: BRACEBRIDGE HEATH LIBRARY
31st Jan SATURDAY 7™ MARCH

Saturdays 26" Feb é 1AM TEL TINOON
10am till 12noon 28" March :

Bracebridge Heath 25" April
Community Library




